Psychopharmacohazardology: major hazards of the new generation of psychotherapeutic drugs.
Balancing the benefits and risks of prescribing psychotherapeutic drugs requires knowledge of the baseline risks of genetics, lifestyle and morbidity of untreated illness. Superimposed upon these risks are some rare but potentially dangerous, uncomfortable or irreversible hazards of the antipsychotics, mood stabilizers, antidepressants and tranquillizers. Knowledge of these hazards facilitates monitoring and prompt intervention at the earliest sign of problems.